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appropriate, including an action to re-
cover the amount of the assistance fur-
nished under this part which was not
expended in accordance with it, or for
mandatory or injunctive relief;

(c) Proceedings. When the Secretary
proposes to take action pursuant to
this section, the respondent is the unit
of general local government or State
receiving assistance under this part.
These procedures are to be followed
prior to imposition of a sanction de-
scribed in paragraph (a) of this section:

(1) Notice of opportunity for hearing:
The Secretary shall notify the respond-
ent in writing of the proposed action
and of the opportunity for a hearing.
The notice shall:

(i) Specify, in a manner which is ade-
quate to allow the respondent to pre-
pare its response, allegations with re-
spect to a failure to comply substan-
tially with a provision of this part;

(ii) State that the hearing procedures
are governed by these rules;

(iii) State that a hearing may be re-
quested within 10 days from receipt of
the notice and the name, address and
telephone number of the person to
whom any request for hearing is to be
addressed:

(iv) Specify the action which the Sec-
retary proposes to take and that the
authority for this action is section
111(a) of the Act;

(v) State that if the respondent fails
to request a hearing within the time
specified a decision by default will be
rendered against the respondent; and

(vi) Be sent to the respondent by cer-
tified mail, return receipt requested.

(2) Initiation of hearing. The respond-
ent shall be allowed at least 10 days
from receipt of the notice within which
to notify HUD of its request for a hear-
ing. If no request is received within the
time specified, the Secretary may pro-
ceed to make a finding on the issue of
compliance with this part and to take
the proposed action.

(3) Administrative Law Judge. Pro-
ceedings conducted under these rules
shall be presided over by an Adminis-
trative Law Judge (ALJ), appointed as
provided by section 11 of the Adminis-
trative Procedures Act (5 U.S.C. 3105).
The case shall be referred to the ALJ
by the Secretary at the time a hearing
is requested. The ALJ shall promptly

notify the parties of the time and place
at which the hearing will be held. The
ALJ shall conduct a fair and impartial
hearing and take all action necessary
to avoid delay in the disposition of pro-
ceedings and to maintain order. The
ALJ shall have all powers necessary to
those ends, including but not limited
to the power to:

(i) Administer oaths and affirma-
tions;

(ii) Issue subpoenas as authorized by
law;

(iii) Rule upon offers of proof and re-
ceive relevant evidence;

(iv) Order or limit discovery prior to
the hearing as the interests of justice
may require;

(v) Regulate the course of the hear-
ing and the conduct of the parties and
their counsel;

(vi) Hold conferences for the settle-
ment or simplification of the issues by
consent of the parties;

(vii) Consider and rule upon all proce-
dural and other motions appropriate in
adjudicative proceedings; and

(viii) Make and file initial determina-
tions.

(4) Ex parte communications. An ex
parte communication is any commu-
nication with an ALJ, direct or indi-
rect, oral or written, concerning the
merits or procedures of any pending
proceeding which is made by a party in
the absence of any other party. Ex
parte communications are prohibited
except where the purpose and content
of the communication have been dis-
closed in advance or simultaneously to
all parties, or the communication is a
request for information concerning the
status of the case. Any ALJ who re-
ceives an ex parte communication
which the ALJ knows or has reason to
believe is unauthorized shall promptly
place the communication, or its sub-
stance, in all files and shall furnish
copies to all parties. Unauthorized ex
parte communications shall not be
taken into consideration in deciding
any matter in issue.

(5) The hearing. All parties shall have
the right to be represented at the hear-
ing by counsel. The ALJ shall conduct
the proceedings in an expeditious man-
ner while allowing the parties to
present all oral and written evidence
which tends to support their respective
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